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PREFACE 


| am S. Jayapaul, grandson of P. Susainathan (PSN) and son of (Late) 

S.J.S. Nathan and (Late) Theresa Rajabai Selvanathan (TRSN). It is my long term 
wish to write about the story and achievements of PSN and his insect collecting 
activities along with TRSN and other family members. As information on PSN are 
sketchy and lost in time, | have relied mostly on publications and photographs. | have 
had the opportunity to accompany my grandfather and parents for insect collection 
since 1961 and this narrative is the result of my memories from those trips also. | 
have retired as Director from National Test House, Department of Consumer Affairs, 
Govt. of India, Chennai in the year 2012. Ever since my retirement | was 
contemplating to write about this story and which | could able to accomplish now 
with the guidance and support of Dr. K. Gunathilagaraj, Consultant (Insect 
Biosystematics) and Dr. N. Chitra, Professor of Agricultural Entomology, TNAU, 
Coimbatore. This book stands as a tribute to P. Susainathan’s invaluable 
contributions and a testament to the enduring legacy of a family devoted to the 
fascinating world of insects. 


Date: 17.02.2024 S. Jayapaul 
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THE STORY OF A FAMILY OF INSECT COLLECTORS FROM INDIA 
Part | 


An entomologist turned an avid professional insect collector P.Susainathan 
(PSN) hails from Kurumbagaram near Karaikal, Pondicherry Union Territory, India. 
Karaikal is near Tharangambadi (land of singing waves) where Gerard Johan 
Koenig, the student of Linnaeus collected insects and sent them to Linnaeus for 
description and naming. Many of these insects appeared in the X edition of Systema 
Naturae published in 1758. Insects from India were considered to a bounty for the 
researchers from the West then. In fact, Tharangampadi is the place where the first 
scientific study of insects was undertaken in India. Flora and fauna _ from 
Tharangambadi are popularly known as “Tranquebar Collections” and are still a 
prized treasure in manyof the natural history museums worldwide. In the history of 
entomology it is uncommon to find a family involved in the collection of insects. 
PSN’s and his family’s natural history collections are present in about 100 museums 
across the world and are referred to as “Nathan’s Collections”. These collections 
comprised many new species of Indian insects and many more of the described 
species. 

May be a coincidence that PSN was born in a place nearby Tharangambadi. 
He was born on 18.04.1891 to Thiru. A. Prabalanatha Pillai and Tmt. Annukulanthai 
Ammal who were agriculturist by profession. They belong to Pagasalai Families of 
Kurumbagaram. According to Late. S.J.S. Nathan (my father) PSN was known to be 
interested in insects from childhood. He completed his schooling at St. Joseph’s 
High School, Cuddlore and pursued his Intermediate Course at St. Joseph’s 
College, Tiruchirappalli, Tamilnadu. 

On completion of his studies, PSN joined as an Assistant in the Department 
of Entomology of erstwhile Madras Agricultural College (MAC) at Coimbatore 
(present Tamil Nadu Agricultural University) in 1909. He was elected as Fellow of 
the Entomological Society in 1919 by Royal Entomological Society of London. 

The enthusiasm and liking that Susainathan showed for insects impressed 
Mr. R.C. Broadfoot Esq. N.D.A. C.D.A. (Hons.) the principal of MAC. He encouraged 
PSN to apply for the post of quarantine officer in the British ruled Basra Port, lraq. 


PSN was selected for class Il post. On the advice of Mr. R.C. Broadfoot, PSN 
insisted for the class | post and got the post subsequently. He served at Basra Port 
for a brief period, left the job due to personal reasons and rejoined the Entomology 
Department in MAC at Coimbatore. 


On voluntary retirement in 1929, PSN engaged himself as a professional 
insect collector and natural history dealer. After retirement he resided at 
Karungal Methai Vedu (meaning Rock Storey House in Tamil) in Kurumbagaram 
Village, Nedungadu, near Karaikal in Pondicherry Union Territory. From 1930 to 
1969 he was engrossed in insect collection. Insect collection was undertaken all by 
himself and occasionally he sought assistance. During this period he visited many 
places in India and abroad to collect and identify the insects. As per his letter 
pad he had worked in Mesopotamia and visited Malaysia, Indo-China, Zambia 
and Sri Lanka. 


In South India PSN frequented the following places often: 


e Anamailai Hills: Valparai, Kadamparai, Areas around Periakallar and 
Cinnakallar known as “Cinchona’” and other nearby places. 

e Coimbatore, Salem, Yercaud, Kurumbagaram, Karaikal, Pondicherry and 
nearby areas. 


e The Nilgiris: Kallar, Devala, Naduvattum, Singara, Cherangode, 
Masinagudi and nearby areas. 


e The Palani Hills: Kodaikannal and nearby areas. 
e Walayar and Malabar region in Kerala and 
e Shimoga, Ammathi and nearby areas in Karnataka. 

The insect collection work in forest areas were carried out only after 
obtaining due permission from concerned authorities. He managed to visit all 
places by himself and he had also visited forest in some remote places where 
boarding, lodging and logistics were inadequate and not well established. It seems 
he used to leave in the morning and return only in the evening and sufficing with 
whatever food available at that time. 

PSN collected insects with nets, small tubes and bottles. He used to apply 
the paste made of potassium cyanide, plaster of Paris and water at the bottom of 


the tubes / bottles and used on drying. This was used for few seasons. After sorting 
the insects he used to keep the insects sandwiched between two layers of thin 
cotton and placed on a paper and folded it. He used to write the name of the insect, 
place of collection with elevation, collector's name and month of collection. He also 
used to store the insects in wooden boxes in layers with naphthalene balls and 
powder scattered all over the box. He used to send insects to other places in small 
boxes through Indian Postal Service. Normally there were no complaint of 
damaged insects or any fungus attack. 


He had sharp vision and did not wear any spectacle till his death. He was 
a voracious reader and proficient in English. He was fluent in French also. He 
received free copies of National Geographic Magazine every month and enjoyed 
reading the magazine thoroughly. 


He used to keep everything in its place and notice even a slight change in 
its position. The following quote suits him well, “A place for everything, everything in 
its place”- Benjamin Franklin 


PSN married A. Parigaramathu and the couple had seven children, 
namely, S.J.S. Nathan, S. Rajapuspha Nathan, Dr. S.P. Francis Nathan, Roji, 
Mary Leela, Grace Kamala and Susila. Late Dr. S.P. Francis Nathan retired as 
Director, Department of Agriculture, Pondicherry. As PSN always used to be 
away from home for insect collection, the children were taken care of by the 
commendable efforts of his better half. 


PSN was fondly called as “Puchi Thatha “(in Tamil meaning insect 
grandfather) by his grand children. He used to wear a cap and smoke tobacco in 
pipe and used walking stick at old age. He used to be the center of attraction at 
railway station, bus stand and other places. Bystanders in those places were 
curious to see how he lit and puff the cigar through the pipe. 


PSN had taken this profession out of genuine interest rather than making 
money. Whatever he earned as honorarium from this profession was just sufficient 
to maintain his family and expenditure towards visiting places for the work. He led a 
very simple life and stayed in his brother-in-law’s house until his passing away. In 
the year 1969 due to his old age PSN handed over the work to my mother Late 
Theresa R.S Nathan (TRSN). 


My reminiscence of insect collection with PSN 


The first insect collection trip | remember was visiting Devala near Gudalur 
in Ooty range in the year 1961, then | was about 9 years old. In this trip PSN, my 


family members, my father’s brother's family members and mother’s sister’s 
family stayed together. The house where we stayed was located deep inside the 
forest which was about three kilometers from Devala village. There were no 
houses nearby and wild animals wandered near the house during nights. Almost 
every day we spotted wild bear and also first time we saw Green Pigeon there. 
Every week a team used to visit Gudalur to buy rice, provision, vegetables and 
other items required for food during the week. The main hurdle was to carry 
these items climbing for about three kilometers from Devala. | remember we 
collected large size Reduviidae and other insects during this trip. Every one 
enjoyed the trip very much even though we faced lots of hardships. 


After 1961, PSN visited us in Coimbatore often and we used to 
accompany him for the insect collection. My father late S.J.S. Nathan (13.11.1919 
to 21.02.2023), eldest son of PSN worked as Scientific Assistant in Sugarcane 
Breeding Institute, Coimbatore and my mother TRSN (06.01.1930 to 05.01.2020) 
was home maker. We had visited nearby places like Marudamalai, Thadagam, 
Kallar in Tamilnadu and Walayar in Kerala and also other nearby places for 


insect collection. 


To near by places we used to go by cycle. Some times during September 
holidays we used to stay at Walayar, about 30 Kms from Coimbatore, and during 
the period my father used to attend office everyday by cycle from Walayar. My 
father was very fond of cycling and on a few occasions he visited Mettupalayam 
and Pollachi by cycle. 


My parents were very interested in collecting and identifying the insects 
during this period. Also during this period our family and the family of late 
Mr. S.L. Anthonimuthu became close as friends due to the efforts of my father’s 
sister late Grace Kamala. Mr. S.L. Anthonimuthu was served as Superintendent in 
Cinchona Plantation (areas around Periakallar and Cinnakallar) at Anamalai Hills 
near Valparai which is about 75 Kms from Pollachi and 115 Kms_ from 


Coimbatore. He was always allotted a big house with lots of rooms. In one of the 
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houses where we stayed there were 24 rooms. Mr. Anthonimuthu had eight 
children, namely, Fr. Mariadas, Late Sr. Rosali, Late. Balan, Mr. Durai, Mr. Joe 
Kutty, Mr. Kumar, Mr. Britto and Mrs. Shobana. So our family along with PSN 
visited Cinchona regularly for insect collection during the month of April and May 
every year until Mr. S.L. Anthonimuth’s retirement. PSN’s last insect collection 
trip was also to this place only. We, all the members of both the families would 
start for insect collection at about 8.30 AM and used to return at about 1.30 PM. 
On alternate days we performed folding of insects after sorting family wise. We 
consider this period as the golden period in our life as we enjoyed good 
accommodation and hospitality, excellent ambience, had the opportunities of 
swimming in river, hunting in the forest and thrilling insect collection expeditions. 
Above a very close and cordial relationship persisted between both the families. 
The courtesy extended by Mr. S.L. Anthonimuthu and his wife Ms. Mariapushpum 
and family members during all our visits are etched in memory vividly and we 
fondly remember them always. Late S. A. Surender my cousin (TRSN nephew) a 
school student then stayed with us at Coimbatore and also visited all the places 


for insect collection. 


Memories of Insect Collection by TRSN and Family 


After my father’s retirement from Sugarcane Breeding Institute, Coimbatore in the 
year 1977 my parents settled down at Kurumbagaram in the following address, 26, 
Theresa Cottage, Perumal Koil Street, Kurumbagaram, Nedungadu, PIN: 609603. 
After our last visit to Cinchona in the year 1969 our family continued the insect 
collection from: 


e Agastiyampalli (1971), Pudukkotai (1973,1992), Topslip (1977), 
Parambiculam (1977), Sowrikadu near Kodaikanal (1978) Kadamparai 
(1980), Thiruvannamalai (1983,1992), Kodaikanal (1983), Thanjavur 
(1984), Devala (1984), Kumili (1986), Manapad (1987,1997), Cinchona 
(1976) and Yercaud (1994,1996,1997,1998) in Tamilnadu. 


e Chembra (1970), Merchiston-Ponmudi Range (1971,1972), 
Peermade (1975), Peech Dam (1979), Thenmala (1985, 
1988,1993) and Idinjar (1992, 1989, 1993) in Kerala. 


e Ammathi (1973), Augumbe (1974,1981,1987,1990,1991,1995, 1999), 
Kaimaram (1982) in Karnataka. 


e Barmer (1973,1988) and Kota (1981) in Rajasthan. 
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e Panchmarhi in Madhya Pradesh (1970) 
e Babina in Uttar Pradesh (1987) 
e Patiala in Punjab (1994) 


S.J.S. Nathan used to go in advance for a reconnaissance to the insect 
collection spots. After obtaining permission from forest department he always made 
arrangements for the accommodation. Normally it took from 7 to 10 days. During this 
period, my mother used to wait anxiously till his return since there was no other 
means of communication in those days. Getting reasonable accommodation near the 
collection spot was the biggest task in those days. Usually no hotel accommodation 
was available in nearby areas. Hence we stayed in any type of house we got for 
rent during the month of May. Also to start for collection we had to pack the 
materials for the trip which included utensils, food items, kerosene stove, nets and 
personal belongings including pillows, bed sheets etc. Also had to carry lantern, 
petromax and small lamps since there was no electricity in most of the places visited. 
So there used to be lots of luggage to carry. We traveled by train / bus to reach the 
spot. The travel also used to be very tough with lots of luggage. In many places we 
had to climb on the ladder to place the luggage on the top of the bus and bring them 


down. 


Twice my father visited Barmer (1973 and 1988) after hearing the news in radio 
about rains in that region. During these visits we wait anxiously till his return since 
there was no way to know about his welfare. He used to travel to Anemadabad by 
train and from there to Barmer by bus.In one of the trips he said he travelled some 
distance by sitting on the top of the bus. 

The houses where we stayed during our visit to Ammathi (1973) and 
Kaimaram (1982) in Karnataka, Sowrikadu (1978) near Kodaikanal in Tamilnadu 
and Thenmala (1988) in Kerala didn’t have any toilet and water facilities. We 
used to manage toilet at nights and bathe in nearby rivers. In most of the places 
we stayed in single room with about 10 members and always stayed together in 
the accommodation. In 1974 we had visited Agumbe near Shimoga in Karnataka. 
Our stay lasted almost for the entire month of May in 1974. We had faced lots of 
difficulties during that visit. Language problem, severe water scarcity and non - 
availability of milk / curd and other items. In the well we used to get only about 


half a bucket of water in about 12 hours. We survived because of my mother’s 
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expert cooking with the available items. One day my cousin S.A. Surender had 
spotted a huge cobra, about 6 feet, inside the old house where we were staying. 
He was so courageous to kill the cobra with a small stick available at that time. 
The collection was good in spite of the difficulties we had faced. But on reaching 
Coimbatore my sister Dorothy and | had severe typhoid mainly due to the 
contaminated water we drank at Agumbe. My sister had second attack of typhoid 
and suffered a lot. | was doing second year M.Sc and missed my classes for about 


a month. It was an unforgettable experience. 


We visited Devala near Ooty again in the year 1984. The accommodation 
we got for our stay was in very bad condition. One day at about 4 AM there was 
heavy rain and the house started collapsing and realizing the danger we all 
rushed out of the house. My sister’s daughter, Jovita, was in the cradle and every 
one left the house without lifting her. But on realizing this my mother (TRSN) 
went inside in a flash and brought her outside. By the time the house had 
collapsed completely. We were all drenched and started collecting our items to 
return home. (Luckily this mishap did not happen when many of our relatives 
were there). We were ready at about 8 AM and waited for bus to Gudalur / Ooty. 
But unable to get any accommodation in the bus since there was heavy rush due 
Flower Show at Ooty. Finally we got accommodation in a crowded jeep to travel 
up to Gudalur. My cousin S.A. Surender and | were standing on the foot board 
and holding the luggage frame on the top of the jeep. My father, mother, sister 
Dorothy with kid and my wife Mary Angela Nellie were sitting inside. After 
traveling about few kilometers suddenly the driver started shouting saying the 
failure of brake. Immediately myself and S.A. Surender jumped off from the jeep. 
Then the cleaner and other passersby collected stones and placed on the moving 
front wheel to reduce the speed. By this the soeed was somewhat reduced but 
jeep was still moving. Finally the driver dashed the jeep on the right side (right 
side mountain and left side deep valley) and with this the vehicle came to a halt 
with great relief to everyone. From that place to Ooty, about 50 Kms, we traveled 
in an open lorry as no other transport was available. On reaching Ooty, Dorothy 
and | fell sick and had to consult a doctor to continue our journey. It was really a 
miracle that we all escaped from house collapse to brake failure. 
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Like this, there used to be very interesting stories during each visit but not 
furnished here due to limitation of space. Also not furnished the pleasant 
memories during our stay with Anthonimuthu uncles family at Cinchona as it may 


run into many pages. 


PSN was always in touch with Dr. Kanagaraj, TRSN’s brother when he was 
working at Ooty. A fly of Tipulidae was named after him. We had also visited for 
insect collection to Chembra near Gudalur in Kerela in May 1970, where he was 
serving as Chief Medical Officer in Chembra Tea Estate. Also visited Babina in 
Uttarpradesh (1987) and Patiala in Punjab (1994) where Lt. Col. (Rtd) Mr. James 
Kanagaraj, Dr. Kanagaraj’s son, was serving in Indian Army. We thankfully 
remember the courtesy extended by Dr. Kanagaraj, James Annan and Bina Akka 
during the stay. | thank James Annan who encouraged me to make this write up. 
Also my thanks to Dorothy, Rosario, Mary Angela Nellie and Sylvian Jonathan for 


their support at every stage. 


There are two seasons for insect collection, one during September-October 
and the other in the month of May. (till beginning of monsoon). During Sep-Oct my 


parents used to visit nearby places for shorter duration. So the main insect 
collection used to be organized in hill stations in the month of May. Since May 
happen to be vacation for children it was convenient for us and relatives to join 
with them. S.A. Surender (Cousin), late Dr. S.P. Francis Nathan (My father’s 
brother) Mrs. Dorothy Rozario (My sister) and | accompanied them in most of the 
collection trips. Mr. Joy Frederick (My father’s sisters son), Late Lawrence Amalraj 
(Brother of Surender), Sr. Jacintha-till 1968 (My sister), Mr. J.D. Rozario (Dorothy’s 
husband), Mr. Christian, Mr. Gerrard, Mrs. Shanthi (Children of Dr. Francis Nathan), 
Mr. Philip Thomas and Late Jeevan (My cousins) and Mrs. Mary Angela Nellie (My 
wife) had also accompanied insect collection work on many occasions. In addition 
many of our relatives and friends had also visited (unable to name every one 
since the list may be very long) and stayed with us and extended their support 
during our visits. We enjoyed their company very much and thank everyone for 
their cooperation, support and making the stays a memorable one. 


During insect collection we normally start at 8.30 AM and return at 1.30 PM. 
My father used to carry some snacks which he used to distribute in- between. 


Even if it rained we got wet and would wait for sunshine to resume collection and 
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never returned early. During the camp the afternoons were alternatively used for 
sorting and folding insects and for washing clothes and bathing in the river. The 
places where we enjoyed taking bath in river includes Cinchona (mainly 
Periakallar), Kadamparai, Devala, Sowrikadu, Thenmala, Idinjar, Augumbe, 
Ammathi and Kaimaram. However the most we enjoyed and also _ learnt 
swimming was during our visits to Cinchona from 1962 to 1969. In Periakallar 
and Sowricadu we had to go down about 300 to 400 feet to reach the river. On 
an average we used to walk about 6 to 8 Kms every day, to and fro, looking for 
insects on road sides, edges and foot paths in the forest. On many occasions we 
had come across wild animals but luckily they did not harm anyone of us. So this 
work involved many challenges in those days like getting permission, travel, 
accommodation, communication, food, language and animal threat etc. But in 
spite of all these challenges every one enjoyed the occasion with lots of 
memories. 

My parents undertook insect collection expeditions with great interest till 
1999. Due to their old age they wanted me to continue the pursuit. They even 
wrote letters proposing my wife Mrs. Nellie J.P. Nathan (Mrs. Mary Angela 
Nellie) as their successor. But due to workload in my job it was impossible for me 
to concentrate and support her in insect collection work. So subsequently insect 
collection was taken up by S.A. Surender, my cousin in the year 2000. He took 
up this work and carried out with interest but to a lesser extent since he had 
faced the hurdle to obtain permission. He used to go alone with some helping 
hands for insect collection. He took guidance from my parents and everything 
was going well until tragedy struck in the year 2010. It was in the first week of 
June when he went alone for insect collection near Alangulam, Tirupatur in 
Tamilnadu and never returned. Our efforts to trace him was unsuccessful. Thus 
the era of insect collection work carried out by our family ended abruptly with a 
sad note. 

However the insect collection work carried out by PSN and TRSN and 
family for almost a century is unique in many aspects and also commendable 
since the work was done when travelling, staying and communication facilities 
were not well established. The whole work was carried out with much interest 
and not worried about the return and the hardships faced. The exercise 


encountered in insect collection work enhanced the health condition also. 
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Dr. Francis Nathan used to comment “You all overhaul your body every year in the 


month of May to stay fit”. 
Visit of Dr.K.Gunathilagaraj and his team from Tamil Nadu Agricultural 
University 


On the occasion of 100" year of inception of the Department of Agricultural 
Entomology of Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU), Coimbatore, on the 
initiative of Dr. K. Ramasamy, Vice Chancellor of TNAU, Dr. K. Gunathilagaraj, 
and Dr. M. Ganeshkumar (Professor of Agricultural Entomology) with a supporting 
team visited my parents to collect the details on the history of entomological work 
carried out by PSN and family including images, write ups and other details 
available. They visited Kurumbagaram near Karaikal on 06.02.2015, felicitated 
my parents, had detailed discussion on various aspects of insect collection and 
video graphed the entire proceedings with great interest. My parents also shared 


whatever material they had with them. They were very happy on getting this 
recognition. Our sincere thanks to Dr. K. Ramasamy and Dr. K. Gunathilagaraj 
and his team for honouring S.J.S. Nathan and TRSN. 


Finishing Note 
Insects impacted our lives in innumerable ways that are cherished with fond 


memories. The pleasant memories of insect collection work will stay with us till 


our last breath. Insects are tiny perhaps, but never insignificant. 


13 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF PSN AND HIS FAMILY DURING INSECT COLLECTION 


P. Susainathan F.R.E.S (London) 


Entomologist 


(18.04.1891 — 17.03.1976) 
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FRES awarded to P. Susainathan in 1919, when he was 28+ years 


Entomological Society of London: 
Wednesday/, December 3rd, 1919. " 
Comm. J. J. Walker, M.A., U.N., E.L.S., 
President, in the Chair. [ref page 67(100) 
Para 2 of The Entomologists Monthly 
Magazine 1920]The President announced 
the death of Lord Walsingham, a former 
President of the Society, which had taken 
place shortly after the previous midnight. 
A vote of condolence with Lady 
Walsingham was passed, the Fellows 
present rising in their places.Messrs. A. S. 
Buckhurst, 9 Souldern Road, W. 14; 
\ibaran Chandra Chatterjee, B.Sc, Forest 
Research Institute, Dehra Dun, United 
Provinces India; Miss Florence B, 
Constable, 17 Colville Mansions, W. 11; 
Messrs. Conrad Theodoie Girainghani, 
0.B.E., F.1.C, Lynwood, Long Ashton, 
Bristol; William Hawker-Smith, Speedwell 
Cottage, Hambledon, Godalming, Surrey; 
Miss Gertrude M: Jeans, Peun Court, 54 
Cromwell Road, S.W. 7; Messrs. Herbert 
William Mills, N.D.A., The Gardens, Lydney 
Park, Gloucestershire; Louis Paravicini, 
‘Villa Aleucita, Arlesheim, Bale, 
Switzerland; L. N. Staniland, Trewint, 
Coppett's Road, Muswell Hill, N. 1 


,E. B, 
Watson. The Grange, Winthovpe, Newark; 
and II. Worsley Wood, ol Agate Road, 
Hammersmith, W. 6, were elected Fellows 
of the Society. 
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P. Susainathan with his wife and daughter Susila at Cinchona, Anamalai hills 


P. Susainathan collecting insects P. Susainathan in a meeting 


16 


Karungal Methai Vedu: Residence of P. Susainathan 
He lived in a room on the terrace 
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P. Susainathan with family members at Devala near Ooty in 1961 Last row standing 
fromright: Yevette Francis Nathan, P. Susainathan, S.J.S. Nathan, Lawrence Amalraj, 
S.A.M. Nathan Standing first row: Paulraj, TRSN, Rathna Bai, Dr. Francis Nathan, care 
taker Standing boys: Myself and S.A. Surender. Siting: Sr. Jacintha, Shanthi and others 


PRLS 
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P. Susainathan with foreign delegates and family members at Devala near Ooty in 
1961 
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P. Susainathan with Anthonimuthu uncle’s family and our family members taken at 
Cinchona 


Last row standing from left: S.J.S. Nathan, P. Susainathan, S.L. Anthonimuthu 
and S.A.M. Nathan Standing ladies from left : Sr. Rosali, TRSN, Susila, 
Rathnabai, Mariapushpum, Sr. Jacintha and others 


Anthonimuthu uncle’s family 
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P. Susainathan (holding pipe) during insect collection at 
Cinchona with family members 


P. Susainathan at Periakallar in Cinchona with family members 
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TRSN and her sister Rathna Bai with her husband S.A.M. Nathan during insect 
collection at Cinchona 


bth | 
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Weekely bridge and Minister’s Point near Periakallar in Cinchona 
(Unforgettable scenery and always fresh in memory) 
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P. Susainathan preparing for sorting and folding insects. 
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P. Susainathan with S.J.S. Nathan and TRSN 


P. Susainathan resting (right) during collection 
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My sister Sr. Jacintha with large size Phasmidae caught at Cinchona with cousin 
Mrs. Shanthi 


P. Susainathan with my sister Sr. Jacintha 


24 


Members during insect collection camp at Peechi dam in May 1979 


25 


During insect collection at Parambiculam in 1977 
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House where we stayed at Sowricadu near Kodaikanal in 1978 
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Washing clothes during camp at Kadamparai in Anamailai hills 


TRSN and others 
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From right: Mrs. Mary Angela Nellie, S. Jayapaul, Mrs. Papita, Mr. J.D. 
Rozario, S.J.S. Nathan, Theresa Rajabai Selvanathan (TRSN), Sr. Jacintha, 
Mrs. Dorothy,Mr. Nambirajan, Mrs. Jovita, Mr. Sylvian Jonathan 
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Theresa cottage where S.J.S. Nathan and TRSN lived 


Front portion of Theresa cottage 
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Members during insect collection camp at Devala in 1984 


TRSN, S.J.S. Nathan and Mary Angela Nellie sorting the insects at Idinjar, Kerala 
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Late Dr. Kanagaraj with his wife and children. 


Left: Lt. Col. (Retd.) Mr. James Kanagaraj and Mrs. Bina James with TRSN and 
S.J.S.Nathan Right: S.A. Surender (second from left) with S.J.S. Nathan, TRSN and 
Visitor. 
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During insect collection at Idinjar, Kerala 
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During insect collection at Idinjar, Kerala 


34 


TRSN and S.J.S. Nathan during the visit of Dr. K. Gunathilagaraj 
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My mother TRSN interviewed by Dr. K. Gunathilagaraj 


My father S.J.S. Nathan interviewed by 
Dr. K. Gunathilagaraj 
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Myself informing some details about P. Susainathan and TRSN. 


Dr. K.Gunathilagaraj interacting with family members. 
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Letter pad used by P. Susainathan / signature. 


Some experience written by TRSN when she was about 85 years 
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Letters regarding permission to collect insects 
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Photograph taken on 04.02.2019 


72"4 Wedding Anniversary and 
100" year of S.J.S. Nathan 
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PART II — INTRODUCTION 


Dr. K. Gunathilagaraj 


The first part of the book depicts the passionate flair for insects and their 
collection by PSN and his family members from different parts of India. The present 
chapter is an endorsement of the commendable job of insect collection of PSN and 
his family members that led to the discovery of many insect species from India. In an 
era of dwindling taxonomists that started after the return of the British entomologists 
from India to Britain, identification or discovery of a new species of insects was not in 
the limelight anymore. The once prized jewels of the Crown namely “Indian insects” 
were forgotten in the oblivion. In the process of nation building after independence of 
India in 1947, applied entomology became the priority area of research in the 
universities, research institutions and other academic institutes. Entomologists 
trained under the British entomologists retired from service on superannuation. The 
legacy of collecting insects and their identity determination or christening of the 
newly discovered insects was literally dumped except for a very few yearning 
entomologists who savoured the pride in discovery and determination of identity of 
the insects collected. 


PSN left his job as an entomologist in government service while under the 
administrative control of the British in 1929. His assignment abroad to Iraq rather 
would have made him lonely and he is believed to depend on other vice to ward off 
his loneliness. On his return, his concerned family was very much worried about his 
health and he had to resign from his government service. At this point of time he 
switched on to be a professionalinsect collector. Entomologists abroad were in need 
of insects from India for their study and discovery. PSN was their answer and their 
source to discovery of many insects from India. It was like those who tasted honey 
will never dislike it thereafter. Similarly, after working with insects, it seemed 
impossible for PSN to be away from them. Insect collection from different places was 
the best option and sending them abroad to different museums across the world 
became a regular habit and service with good remuneration. It is evident from the 
narration of Mr. Jayapaul that insect collection became the joyful endeavour of the 
family. During holidays and break period from studies and other professional service 
they were engaged in, PSN household became engrossed in insect collection, sorting 
and sending them abroad. Legacy of this passionate affair of insect collection 
became a longing not just within the household, cousins also joined the venture, 
new friends were made and what naught. In those days there were no restriction of 
collecting insects from any of the forest areas or sending them abroad. This joyful 
period came to stand still after the legislation of Biological Diversity Act, 2002 was 
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enacted. Insect collection in forest areas was prohibited and sending them abroad 
was not permitted. 


As a part of the celebration of 100 years of Entomology in Tamil Nadu 
Agricultural University (TNAU) (erstwhile Madras Agricultural College, Coimbatore) 
under the eminent guidance of Vice Chancellor Dr.K.Ramasamy in 2014 efforts were 
taken to retrace the history of the Department of Agricultural Entomology in 
Coimbatore. The documentation on the contribution of PSN to Indian Entomology 
became inevitable. So Dr. K. Gunathilagaraj and Dr. M. Ganesh Kumar visited the 
family members of PSN in Karaikal on 06.02.2015 and interacted with them. 


The insect collection by PSN and his family popularly referred as Nathan‘s 
collection has resulted in the discovery of 425 species of insects and two species 
Arachnida from India (Table 1). Apart from the new species described from Nathan’s 
collection, already described insects or named insects (approximately 710 species) 
were also part of the Nathan’s collection and are housed in many of the natural 
history museums across the world (Table 2). In appreciation and recognition of the 
insect collection service rendered by PSN and his family members, insect 
taxonomists who were in fellowship with PSN and his family honoured them in 
naming insects (59 species) after PSN and his family. 


Rarely in the annals of history of entomology would anyone find a family 
obsessed with insect collection as that of PSN and his family. Many would speculate 
whether this obsessed insect collection was a yeoman service to the science of 
entomology as they received remuneration. The family members had _ regular 
employment in other diverse fields. Even the home makers of the household of PSN 
were involved in insect collection. A family member Mr. Surender never returned 
after his insect collection expedition to Alangulam, located close to Tirupatur in 
Tamilnadu. A through search was made by many agencies along with family 
members on all the collection spots near Alangulam but unable to get any clue on 
his disappearance. 
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Discovery of 425 insect species and two species Arachnida from insect 
collection expeditions spanning from 1930 to 2000 indicates that if not for PSN and 
his family members may be these new discoveries would have remained raveled in 
unknown places or may be a very few insect species would have been discovered. 
This compilation became compellingly necessary for the world to know about role of 
PSN and his family in the discovery of Indian insects. 


The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear 
Full many a flow'r is born to blush unseen, 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air.. 

-Thomas Gray 
(Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard) 
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16. 


17. 
18. 


19. 


Natural History Museum with Nathan’s Collection 


AEI (American Entomological Institute, Gainesville, Florida, U.S.A) 

AMSA (Australian Museum, 1 William Street, Sydney 2010, New South Wales, Australia) 

AMNH (American Museum of Natural History, Central Park West at 79th St, New York, N.Y. 
10024, U.S.A) 

ANIC (Australian National Insect Collection, Division of Entomology, CSIRO, Canberra City, A.C.T. 
2601, Australia) 

ASU (Arizona State University Biocollections, P.O. Box 874108, Tempe 85287-4108, Arizona, 
U.S.A) 

BMNH/NHMUK (British Museum (Natural History), Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, England) 

BPBM (Bernice P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu, Hawaii 96818, U.S.A) 

BYU (Brigham Young University Arthropod Museum, Monte L. Bean Life Science Museum, 645 
E 1430 N, Provo, Utah 84602, U.S.A) 


CARL (coll. A. Reichenbach, Leipzig, Germany) 


. CASC (California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, CA 94118, U.S.A) 

. CF (coll. G. Frey (at the NHMB), Switzerland) 

. CJSB (coll. J. Schulze, Berlin, Germany) 

. CLEV (Cleveland Museum of Natural History,USA) 

. CMNH (Cleveland Museum of Natural History, 1 Wade Oval Drive, Cleveland, OH 44106, U.S.A) 


. CNC (The Natural History Museum in Basel, and the Oregon State University Collection, 


Corvallis) 

CNCI (Canadian National Collection of Insects, Biosystematics Research Institute, Agriculture 
Canada, Ottawa K1A OC6, Canada) 

CPPB (coll. P. Pacholatko, Brno, Czech Republic) 

CUIC (Cornell University Insect Collection, Department of Entomology, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, NY 14850, U.S.A) 

CWS (Carl W. Schaefer Collection, Storrs, U.S.A) 
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20. 


21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 


33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 


41. 
42. 


43. 


EMBL-EBI (European Nucleotide Archive, European Molecular Biology Laboratory, European 
Bioinformatics Institute, Wellcome Trust Genomes Campus, Hinxton CB10 1SD, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) 

EMEC (Essig Museum of Entomology, University of California at Berkeley, U.S. A) 

FCC (Personal collection of Dr. Fabio Cassola, Via Fulvio Tomassucci 12/20, |-00144 Roma, Italy) 

FKCP (Frantisek Kovarik Collection, Praha, Czech Republic) 

FMNH (Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, IL 60605, U.SA) 

FSAG (Faculté Universitaire des Sciences Agronomiques, Gembloux, Belgique) 

HNHM (Hungarian Natural History Museum, Baross U. 13, 1008 Budapest, Hungary) 

HYO (The Museum of Nature and Human Activities, Hyogo) 

IBUNAM (Institute of Biology, Universidad Nacional Autonoma de México, Mexico) 

IOC (Oswaldo Cruz Institute, Av. Brazil, 4,365 — Manguinhos Rio de Janeiro - RJ — Brazil) 

IRSNB (Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de Belgique, Brussels, Belgium) 

ITZA (Instituut voor Taxonomische Zoologie, Amsterdam, Pays-Bas) 

JAL (Jerzy A. Lis Collection, Upper Silesian Museum, Department of Natural History, Pl. Jana III 
Sobieskiego 2, 41-902 Bytom, Poland) 

JHAC (Jiri Hava, Private Entomological Laboratory and Collection, Prague-west, Czech Republic) 

KU (Natural History Museum, 1345 Jayhawk Blvd. Lawrence, KS 66045, U.S.A) 

KVK (Dr. Karl V. Krombein, Washington D.C) 

KWC (Personal collection of Dr. Karl Werner, Kisselmann-Strasse 19, D-86971 Peiting, Germany) 

LACM (Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, U.S.A) 

LCC (Lincoln University, Canterbury, New Zealand) 

LBSP (Leiden Bio Science Park, 2333 CR, Leiden, The Netherlands) 

LEMQ (Lyman Entomological Museum and Research Laboratory, McGill University, Montreal, 
Quebec H3A 0G4, Canada) 

LMRM (Lev N. MEDVEDEV collection, Moscow, Russia) 

MA (Instituut voor Taxonomische Zodlogie (Zodlogisch Museum), Afdeling Entomologie, 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands) 


MCZC (Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 02138, U.S.A) 
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44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 


48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 


53. 


54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 


60. 


61. 


62. 


63. 


64. 


65. 


MEL (Museo Entomoldgico de Leén, Semaforo de Union Fenosa, Leon Leon, Nicaragua) 

MGF (Museum G. Frey (Munich), Germany) 

MHNG (Muse’um d’Histoire Naturelle, Geneva, Switzerland) 

MIZPAN (Museum and Institute of Zoology, Polish Academy of Sciences, Wilcza 64, 00-679 
Warsaw, Poland) 

ML (Rijksmuseum van Oudheden, Rapenburg 28 2311 EW Leiden, Netherlands) 

MMUE (Manchester Museum, The University of Manchester, Manchester M 13 9PL, UK) 

MNLU (Natur Museum, Luzern, Switzerland) 

MNHN (Museum national d'Histoire naturelle, 57, rue Cuvier, Paris 75005, France) 

MPM (Milwaukee Public Museum, 800 West Wells Street, Milwaukee, WI 53233-1478, 
Wisconsin, U.S.A) 

MNHA (Museum of Nature and Human Activities, 6 Chome, Yayoigaoka, Sanda, Hyogo 669- 
1546, Japan) 

MZM (Museum of Zoology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, U.S.A) 

MZLU (Lund University Biological Museum, Ekologihuset, Sdlvegatan 37, 223 62 Lund, Sweden) 

NBC (Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Darwinweg 2, The Netherlands) 

NCSU (North Carolina State University, Raleigh NC, U.S.A) 

NHMB (Naturhistorisches Museum, Basel, Switzerland) 

NHMD (Natural History Museum of Denmark, University of Copenhagen, Copenhagen, 
Denmark) (Formerly as ZMUC) 

NHMW (Naturhistorisches Museum, Burgring 7, Wien 1, Austria) 

NMSU (New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico, U.S.A) 

NPC (National Pusa Collection, Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi, India) 

NZAC (New Zealand Arthropod Collection, Entomology Division, DSIR, Private Bag, Auckland. 
[Main collection at Mt Albert Research Centre, postal address above. Reference collections 
at DSIR Palmerston North and DSIR Lincoln]) 

NZSI (National Zoological Collection, Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata-700053, West Bengal, 
India) 

OMCA (Oakland Museum of California, 1000 Oak Street, Oakland, CA 94607, U.S.A) 
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67. 
68. 


69. 


70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 


82. 
83. 


84. 


85. 


86. 
87. 


. OSUC (C. A. Triplehorn Insect Collection, The Ohio State University, 1315 Kinnear Road, 


Columbus OH 43212-1157, U.S.A) 

PBCS (PBCS Patrice Bordat private collection, Saint-Cirg, France) 

PERC (The Purdue Entomological Research Collection, Smith Hall, 901 W. State St. Room B16, 
West Lafayette, IN 47907, (765) 494-4599, U.S.A) 

PIBP (Philadelphia Insectarium & Butterfly Pavilion, 8046 Frankford Avenue Philadelphia, PA 
19136, U.S.A) 

PMNH (Peabody Museum of Natural History, Yale University, U.S.A) 

PRAGUE (National Museum of Natural History Praha (Prague), Czech Republic) 

PRCS (Pavel V. Romantsov’s collection, St. Petersburg, Russia) 

RMNH (Rijksmuseum voor Natuurlijke Historie, Leiden, Netherlands) 

RNHS (Rutland Natural History Society, 42 Church Street, Braunston, Oakham LE15 8QT, U.K) 

SAMA (South Australian Museum, North Terrace, Adelaide, S.A. 5000, Australia) 

SEAN (Servicio Entomolégico Aut6nomo, Museo Entomoldgico, Léon, Nicaragua) 

SNSB (Zoological State Collection Munich, MinchhausenstraBe 21, Munchen,Germany) 

TAMU (Department of Entomology, Texas A & M University, College Station, Texas, U.S.A) 

TC (TAKIZAWA'S private collection, Araisono 4-7-5-502, Sagamihara, Kanagawa, 228 Japan) 

TCHU (Takizawa collection, Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan) 

TNAU (Department of Agricultural Entomology, Tamilnadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore 
641003, Tamilnadu, India) 

TTMB (Termeszettudomanyi Muzeum, Budapest, Hungary) 

UAM (University of Alaska Museum Insect Collection, UAF Campus, 1962 Yukon Drive, 
Fairbanks, AK 99775-6960, U.S.A) 

UASM (University of Alberta E. H. Strickland Entomological Museum, 3-20 Rutherford South 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 2J4) 

UCFC (Stuart M. Fullerton Collection of Arthropods (UCFC), University of Central Florida, U.S.A) 

UConn (University of Connecticut, James A. Slater Collection, Storrs, U.S.A) 

UCSB (University of California Santa Barbara Invertebrate Zoology Collection, Harder South, 


Building 578, MS-9615, Santa Barbara CA/93106-9615, U.S.A) 
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88. 


89. 
90. 


91. 


92. 


93. 


94. 


95. 


96. 


97. 


98. 


99. 


UFRJ (Colecdo Entomoldgica do Museu Nacional / UFRJ, Quinta da Boa Vista, St. Kitts, Rio de 
Janeiro — RJ, ZIP Code: 20940-040, Brazil) 

UMO (Hope Entomological Collection, Oxford University Museum of Natural History, England) 

USDA-ARS (United States Department of Agriculture-Agricultural Research Service, Jamie L. 
Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue S.W. Washington DC, 20250, U.S.A) 

USNM (United States National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D.C. 20560, U.S.A) 

UWIZM (The University of the West Indies Zoology Museum, St. Augustine, Trinidad & Tobago) 

YPM (Yale Peabody Museum, P.O. Box 208118, New Haven, CT 06520-8118, U.S.A.) 

ZFMK (Zoological Research Museum Alexander Koenig, Adenauerallee 160, 53113 Bonn, 
Germany) 

ZIL (Zoological Institute, Academy of Sciences, Leningrad, Russia) 

ZMA (Zoological Museum Amsterdam, The Netherlands) 

ZMBN (Museum of Zoology at the University of Bergen, Postboks 7800, NO-5020 
Bergen, Norway) 

ZSBS (Zoologische Sammlung des Bayerischen Staates, Schloss Nymphenburg Nordfligel, 
Munchen 19, Germany) 


ZSM (Zoologische, Staatssammlung, Munchen, Germany) 


The list is incomplete. 
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15. 
16. 


INSECTS NAMED AFTER PSN AND HIS FAMILY MEMBERS 
Named after PSN 
Coleoptera 
Buprestidae 
Trachys nathani Cobos, 1957 (PSN, 1952, Walayar Forest, Kerala) 


Carabidae 


. Anthracus nathani Jaeger, 2017 (PSN, 1951, 13 specimens from Kurumbagaram, 


Karaikal, Pondicherry) (MCZC) 
Colpodes nathani Jedlicka, 1969, (PSN, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) (OSUC) 


Chrysomelidae 


Dercetina nathani Takizawa, 1985, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu (PSN, 1969) 
Holotype (CNC) 
Notosacantha nathani Borowiec & Takizawa, 1991, (PSN, 1952, Coorg — Ammati) Karnataka 


Curculionidae 


Myllocerus (Myllocerus) susainathani Nathan, 1992 (PSN, 1936, Shivmogga, Karnataka) 
(BMNH) 


Lycidae 


Lycostomus nathani Kazantsev, 2018 (PSN, 1957, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
(MUM) 


Scaphidiidae 


. Scaphidium nathani Lobl, 1971 (PSN, 1968, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) Holotype 


(Zoologischen Staatssammlung Munchen) 


Scarabaeidae 


. Adoretus (Adoretus) nathani Frey, 1971 (PSN, 1954, Kallar, Nilgiri Hills, Tamil Nadu) 


(meinemMuseum) 


. Anomala nathani Frey, 1971 (PSN, 1954, Moyar Camp, Nilgiri Hills, Tamil Nadu) (meinem 


Museum) 


. Catharsius nathani Frey, 1956 (PSN, 1955, Thar Desert, Barmer, Rajasthan) (meinem 


Museum) 


. Loboparius nathani Johnson, 1979), (PSN, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
. Neoserica nathani (Frey, 1972), (PSN, 1970, Cochin, Kerala) 
. Platytomus nathani Pittino & Mariani, 1986 (PSN, Nilgiri Hills, Tamil Nadu) 


Tenebrionidae 


Blaps nathani (PSN, 1955, Thar Desert, Bikaner, Rajasthan) 
Indenicmosoma nathani Ardoin, 1964 (PSN, 1960, Nilgiri Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
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18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 


29; 


30. 


Dermaptera 

Anisolabididae 

Platylabia nathani Srivastava, 1970 (PSN, 1968, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) (NZSI) 
Diplatyidae 

Diplatys nathani Hincks, 1960 (PSN, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh) 

Forficulidae 


Paratimomenus nathani (Srivastava, 1969) (PSN, 1968, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil 
Nadu) (NZS) 


Labiduridae 


Gonolabidura nathani Brindle, 1965 (PSN, 1938, Valparai, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
(MUM) 


Spongiphoridae 

Auchenomus nathani Ramamurthi, 1968 (Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
Diptera 

Asilidae 

Stenopogon nathani Joseph & Parui, 1976 (PSN, Naduvattum, Nilgiri Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
Limoniidae 


Hexatoma susainathani Alexander, 1949 (PSN, 1946, Cinchona, Annamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
(BMNH) 

Teucholabis susainathani Alexander, 1950 (PSN, 1949, Gudalur, Nilgiri Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
(USNM) 


Sarcophagidae 


Blaesoxipha nathani Lopes, 1990 (PSN, Walayar Forest, Kerala) (Museu Nacional / UFRJ) 

Hoplacephala nathani (Verves, 1988) Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu (MZLU) 

Sarcophaga nathani (Lopes, 1961) (PSN, 1961, Kurumbagaram, Karaikal, Puducherry) (IOC) 

Sarcophaga susainathani Pape, 1996 (PSN, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) (Museu 
Nacional / UFRJ) 


Tabanidae 


Haematopota nathani Stone & Philip, 1974 (PSN, 1953, 1958, 2 specimens from 
Kodaikanal, Pulney Hills, Tamil Nadu) (CU, BMNH) 


Tipulidae 


Tipulodina susainathani (Alexander, 1968) (PSN, 1965, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil 
Nadu) (USNM) 
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31. 


32. 
33. 


34. 


35. 


36. 


37. 
38. 


39. 


40. 
41. 
42. 


43. 


44. 


Ephemeroptera 
Ephemeridae 


Ephemera nathani Hubbard, 1982 (PSN, 1968, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
(ZS1),(BPBM) 


Leptophlebiidae 


Nathanella indica Demoulin, 1955 (PSN, 1953, Kodaikanal, Pulney Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
Petersula nathani Sivaramakrishnan & Hubbard, 1984 (PSN, 1953, Kadamparai, Anamalai 
Hills, Tamil Nadu) (BPBM) 


Hemiptera 
Naucoridae 


Aphelocheirus nathani La Rivers, 1971 (PSN, 1963, Kadamparai, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
(JTPC) 


Reduviidae 


Onychomesa susainathani Wygodzinsky,1966 (PSN, 1957, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh 
(AMNH) 

Stenolemus susainathani Wygodzinsky, 1966 (PSN, 1950, Cherangode, Nilgiri Hills, Tamil 
Nadu) (AMNH) 


Hymenoptera 
Crabronidae 


Entomognathus nathani Leclercq, 1963, (PSN, 1957, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh (CASC) 
Psenulus crabroniformis nathani van Lith, 1976 (PSN,1967, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil 
Nadu) (MA) 


Halictidae 


Eupetersia (Nesoeupetersia) nathani Baker, 1974 (PSN, 1950, Cherangode, Nilgiri Hills, Tamil 
Nadu) (OMCA) 

Lipotriches nathani (Pauly, 2009) (PSN, 1959, Walayar Forest, Kerela) (RMNH) 

Pachynomia nathani Pauly, 2009 (PSN, 1958, Kallar, Nilgiri Hills, Tamil Nadu) (RMNH) 

Pseudapis nathani Pauly, 2009 (PSN, Walayar Forest, Kerela) 


Ichneumonidae 


Kristotomus nathani Mason, 1962 


Mutillidae 


Hindustanilla nathani Lelej, 2001 (PSN, 1950, Cherangode, Nilgiri Hills, Tamil Nadu) (USNM) 
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45. 


46. 


47. 


48. 


49. 


50. 


Tiphiidae 


Tiphia (Tiphia) nathani Allen, 1975 (PSN, 1963, Kadamparai, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
(RNH) 


Mantodea 
Aschiphasmatidae 


Dinophasma nathani Bragg, 2001 (PSN, 1960, 1966, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
(MMUE) 


Tarachodidae 


Dysaulophthalma nathani Stiewe, 2009, (PSN, 1959, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
(MUM) 


Toxoderidae 

Calamothespis nathani Roy & Stiewe, 2016 () (PSN, 1907, Kachalola, Zambia, Africa) (BMNH) 
Orthoptera 

Tetrigidae 


Bolivaritettix nathani Wagan & Kevan, 1992 (PSN, 1962, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, 
TamilNadu) (LEMQ) 


Named after TRSN 
Coleoptera 
Cicindelidae 


Cicindela nathanae Mandl, K and Wiesner, J. 1974 (TRSN, Agumbe Ghat, Shimoga Dist., 
Karnataka. 


51. Jansenia nathanorum Cassola & Werner, 2003 (TRSN, 1993, Thenmala, 1989, 50 Ponmudi 


52. 


53. 


54. 


Range, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala) (FCC, KWC) 
Nosodendridae 


Nosodendron nathani Hdva, 2020 (TRSN, 1972, Ponmudi Range, Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kerela) (JHAC) 


Scarabaeidae 

Maladera theresae Ahrens & Fabrizi, 2016 (TRSN, 1993, Thenmala, Kerala) (ZFMK) 
Diptera 

Asilidae 


Laphria nathani Joseph & Parui, 1981 (TRSN, 1969, Cinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamil Nadu) 
(CASC) 
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Hymenoptera 
Halictidae 


55. Lasioglossum (lpomalictus) nathanae Pauly, 2001 (TRSN, 1971, Ponmudi Range, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerela) (OMCA) 


Orthoptera 
Acrididae 


56. Nathanacris quadrimaculata Willemse & Ingrisch, 2004 (TRSN, 1976, Cinchona, Anamalai 
Hills, Tamil Nadu) (CW) (RMNH) 


Named after his daughter 
Diptera 
Limoniidae 
57. Styringomyia susilae Alexander, 1942 (PSN, 1938, Walayar Forest, Kerala) (USNM) 
Named after his nephew 
Diptera 
Tipulidae 


58. Dolichopeza (Mitopeza) kanagaraji Alexander, 1952 (PSN, 1950,1 specimen from 
Naduvattam, Nilgiri Hills, Tamil Nadu) (USNM) 


Named after both PSN and TRSN 
Arachnida 
Scorpionidae 


59. Chersonesometrus nathanorum Prendini & Loria, 2020 (Lindberg, 1943, 8 km NE 
Genguvarpatti, Palani Hills, Tamil Nadu (MNHN) 
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Some images of insects collected by PSN and TRSN 
Graptophara anomala 


ve 
ve 


Fig.9,10 and 11: Male. Fig. 12, 13 and 14: Female. 


Collector TRSN, 1976, Chinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamilnadu. 


Courtesy of the Magnolia Press for the article: Rédei, D. and Tsai, J.F. 
2018. A revision of Graptophara (Hemiptera: Heteroptera: 
Scutelleridae). Zootaxa 4407 (3): 346-360. “© Magnolia Press, 
Reproduced with permission from copyright holder” 


Lycostomus nathani 


a’ 


Figs 36-39. General view and details of Lycostomas aathani sp.a.. male: 36 — general view, 37 — rostrum, 38-39 — aedeagus, 36. 
38-39 — holotype, 37 — paratype, 36-38 — domally, 39 — laterally. Scale: 1.0 mm 

Puc 36-39. OSaurh nua # Aetamm crpoctin Lycostomnm: nathan! sp.a,, camen: 36 — oGamfi ata, 37 — pocrpym, 38-39 — aagcarye 
6, 38-39 — rosormm, 37 — maparun, 36-38 — caepry. 39 — cOony. MacurraGuas annefixa 1,0 wu 


39 


Collector PSN, 1953, Kodaikanal, Palani Hills, Tamilnadu 


Courtesy of the Editor-in-Chief, for the article: Kazantsev, V. 2018. 
New and little known species of Lycostomus Motschulsky, 1861 
(Coleoptera: Lycidae) from southern Asia. Russian Entomological 
Journal 27(4): 371-380. 
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Lasioglossum (Ipomalictus) nathanae 


Collector PSN, 1959, Chinchona, Anamalai Hills, Tamilnadu. 


Courtesy of Alain Pauly, for the article: Pauly, A. 2001. /pomalictus 
Pauly, 1999, sous-genre de Lasioglossum, nouveau pour la 

Region Orientale, avec des notes sur quelques especes afrotropicales 
(Hymenoptera: Halictidae). Bulletin de l'Institut Royal des Sciences 
Naturelles de Belgique Entomologie7\: 145-154. 
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Pachynomia nathani 


¢ 


VG 


Collector PSN, 1958, Kallar, Nilgiri Hills, Tamilnadu. 


Courtesy of Alain Pauly for the article: Pauly, A. 2009. Classifcation 
des Nomiinae de la Région Orientale, de Nouvelle-Guinée et desiles 
de l’Océan Pacifque (Hymenoptera: Apoidea: Halictidae). Bulletin de 
L’institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de Belgique Entomologie 79: 
151-229. 
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Nathanacris quadrimaculata 


Fig. 1: Male, Holotype. Fig.2: Female, Paratype. 
Collector TRSN, 1976, Anamalai Hills, Tamilnadu. 


Courtesy of Rights and Permissions Department, Brill Publishers, 
Netherlands for the article: Willemse, F.M.H. and Ingrisch, S. 2004. A 
new genus and species of Acrididae from South India (Orthoptera, 
Acridoidea). Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 147:191-196. 


Eosphaerophoria dentiscutellata 


Collector PSN, 1959, Chinchona, Annamalai Hills, Tamilnadu 


Courtesy of Magnolia press, for the article: Mengual, X. 2013. Notes 
on Citrogramma Vockeroth and Eosphaerophoria Frey (Diptera: 
Syrphidae). Zootaxa 3745 (3): 388-396. 

“© Magnolia Press, Reproduced with permission from copyright 


holder” 


Odontochrydium xui 


Collctor PSN, Year not known, Moyar Camp, Nilgiri Hills, Tamilnadu. 


Courtesy of Magnolia press, for the article: Rosa, P. 2018. Review of 
Odontochrydium Brauns (Hymenoptera, Chrysididae) with 
description of two species from the Palaearctic and Oriental regions. 
Zootaxa 4450 (4): 445-457. 


“© Magnolia Press, Reproduced with permission from copyright 
holder” 
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Indenicmosoma nathani 


Collector PSN, 1960, Nilgiri Hills, Tamilnadu. 


Courtesy of Magnolia press, for the article: Schawaller, W. and 
Bigalk, S. 2020. New taxonomic and faunistic data on Asian species of 
the genus Indenicmosoma Ardoin (Coleoptera: Tenebrionidae: 
Lagriinae), with description of a new species from Thailand. Zootaxa 
4748 (3): 572-580 


“© Magnolia Press, Reproduced with permission from copyright 
holder” 


Dictyopharina viridissima 


Collector PSN, 1957, Jabalpur, Madhyapradesh. 


Courtesy of Magnolia press, for the article: Song, Z.S. and Liang, A.P. 
2006. First record of the genus Dictyopharina Melichar, 1903 
(Hemiptera: Fulgoroidea: Dictyopharidae) from China, with 
descriptions of two new species. Zootaxa 1166: 21-33. 


“© Magnolia Press, Reproduced with permission from copyright 
holder” 
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Aphis (Zyxaphis) 
Aphididae 


EMEC7760 


Collector PSN, 1938, Coimbatore, Tamilnadu. 


Courtesy of Senior Museum Scientist, 
Essig Museum of Entomology, 


University of California, Berkeley. 
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Amonophadnus submetallius 


Tenthredinidae 


Collector PSN, 1917, Palani Hills, Tamilnadu. 
Courtesy of Smithsonian Institution 


(Specimen USNMENT00779512, NUNH/USNM) 
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Copera vittata 


Copera vittate Selys Det. Carle 219? 


INDIA:Nilgiri Dist.;Nilgiri Hills, Devala, 3200 ft. 
October 1960 P.S.Nathan 


Montgomery-Purdue Collection 
Collection U.S. National Museum 


Odonata, Damselfly. 
Collector PSN, 1960, Devala, Nilgiri Hills, Tamilnadu 
Courtesy of Smithsonian Institution 


(Specimen USNMENT00381558, NUNH/USNM) 
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Ommatius nilgiriensis 


Diptera, Asilidae. 


Collector PSN, 1948, Singara, Nilgiri Hills, Tamilnadu. 
Courtesy of Smithsonian Institution 


(Specimen USNMENT00870798, NVUNH/USNM) 
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Emphysomera tectura 


Diptera, Asilidae 
Collector PSN,1950, Hooker Estate, Nilgiri Hills, Tamilnadu. 
Courtesy of Smithsonian Institution 


(Specimen USNMENT01087703, NUNH/USNM) 
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Euphaea cardinalis 


Odonata, Euphaeidae 
Collector PSN, 1963, Kadamparai, Anamali Hills, Tamilnadu. 
Courtesy of Smithsonian Institution 


(Specimen USNMENT00349128, NUNH/USNM) 
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Xylocopa (Nyctomelitta) tranquebarica 


Hymenoptera, Apidae 
Collector PSN, 1966, Karaikal, Pondicherry. 
Courtesy of Smithsonian Institution 


(Specimen USNMENT01161926, NUNH/USNM) 
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PUBLICATIONS OF P. SUSAINATHAN 
. Some important pests of the Malay Peninsula by P. Susainathan 
. Fruit-sucking moths of South India by P. Susainathan 


. A note on Paratelphusa hydrodromous Herbst, the 
freshwater crab of South India by P.Susainathan and Y. 
Ramachandra Rao 


The above mentioned papers were published in the 
“Proceedings of the Fifth Entomological Meeting” held at 
Pusa Institute on 5™ to 10" February, 1923. 


. The fruit moth problem in the northern Circars by 
P. Susainathan.The Agricultural Journal of India 19 (1925). 


. A Preliminary investigation of “pollu" disease of pepper in 
north Malabar in 1918 by Ayyar, T.V.R., Muliyil, J.-A. and 
Susainathan, P. Madras Agricultural Year Book, 1920-21 
pp. 18-31. 

. A book on "Bird friends and foes of the farmer". Bulletin No. 
81, Department of Agriculture, Madras. Printed by the 
Superintendent, Government Press, 1921, 49 pp. 
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